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T O A 


Friend I in Londen Abs 


Jan. 26, 1734-5. 
My good Friend, 


Ee ee 8 you know the Situation of 
C my Houſe, and its Diſtance 
but twenty Miles from Lon- 
don, and but two from a Mar- 
| ket Town, tho' it might as well be 

twenty-two from either, at this Seaſon 
A 2 of - 
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of the Lear, to prevent my Acquaintance 
from viſiting me ; for the Depth of Mire, 
and the Narrowneſs of the Road leading to 
my Houſe, hath made it impracticable for 
a Coach, and even dangerous for a Horſe 
to come at it, which is the Means of all 
my Summer Companions leaving me; 
therefore this hath been my Time to 
comment on your kind Preſent of News- 
papers, Pamphlets, Sc. for I am contin'd, 
hrit by my gouty Feet, and next by be- 
ing hewm'd within certain Bounds of my 
own Houle, like a Priſoner at large in the 
| King's-Bench; and were it not for the 
Advantage I have of two friendly Neigh- 


bours, I ſhould think my ſelf buried a- 


live, or diſcarded from the Converſation 
of human Society, for three tedious 
Months to come ; you'll pardon me, if I 
tell you I had almoſt got into the Hippo, 
were it not for them, for whom J have 
the greateſt Veneration, who have been 
the only Support of my Spirits, by call- 
ing once a Day at my Parlour Window, 
where I have been cloſe for the two 
Months paſt, where they are ſure to find 
me, like a Hottentot, always in one Po- 
ſture, 278. with my Legs i in a Chair, ſup- 
ported by a Cuſhion, 
4 Sa in their Turns enquire my 
"-alth, with ſuch Humanity and = 
at 
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that it always jooth'd my Pain when 1 

heard their Voice. If Opportunity would 

admit, and Buſineſs not negleQed, I 

begg d the Favour of their coming in; and 
I confeſs I was extremely pleaſed when 

the Invitation was accepted; tho either 


of them are ſo good- natur d to neglect it 


frequently to indulge me. One of them 
is a wealthy Yeoman Farmer, the other 
a Miller, who are noted for ſome Miles 


round my Neighbourhood, for Men of a 
good Underſtanding, and, as a Credential, 
can carry at leaſt twenty Votes a-piece at 


an Election, ſo well are their Counſels e- 
ſteem'd in this Part of the Country. 


And at all our publick Meetings, tho' 


one tries to out-vie the other in their 
Knowledge and Depth of Argument, yet 
they have a:way's join'd their Strength 
with mine, which is not ſmall, to pro- 


mote what was called the Country Intereſt; 


and both being fraught with an equal 
Share of Party Reaſoning, collected chiefly 


from the Crafiſman, Fog's Journal, &c. 


have charm'd almoſt all the Freeholders 


on this Side the County to follow their 


Advice, in giving their Votes for Knights 
of the Shire. 


Tho' I muſt confeſs, in my Judgment, 


the Miller has the greateſt Number of 
Followers, and the moſt  Aﬀuence . of 
Learning 


\ 
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Learning and Fortune, the former of 
which he acquir'd in the oddeſt Manner, 
and, if it will not be unacceptable to you, 
I will give you a ſhort Account of his 
Birth and Progreſs in a few Lines ; you 
may rely on the Truth, I having it well 
atteſted by many of my Neighbours, and 
alſo from his own Mouth, viz. 


© I was born in this Pariſh, my Father 
C Kavi Sheep on the Common, and altho'. 
© he had no Education beſtow'd on him, 
© yet he was noted for a Man of good Un- 
derſtanding in Husbandry, Gardening, 
Gc. and was frequently conſulted by his 
Maſters, the neighbouring Farmers, in 
Affairs of Conſequence; and ſo ſoon as 
I was capable to ſtare a Sheep in the 
Face, or drive him an hundred Yards 
© from Home, I was employ'd in his Bu- 
«© fineſs, which I follow'd until I came to 
© be ten Years old; and being both tall 
© and wong for my Age, I was hired by 
_ © Mr. H, a noted Miller in this Pa- 
8 tend the Hopper, at which 
© Time I don't know that I had ever 
© ſeen the Inſide of a Book; but thro a 
* ſire of knowing ſomething, and 
nac k to Induſtry, I learn'd the Let- 
5 _ on every Man's Sacks ſo well, as 
* to diſtinguiſh who and whote were to- 
| « gether ; 
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© gether : This Practice, in the Space of 
* a few Months, brought me to under- 


. © ſtand the Alphabet; and ſome Sacks 


| © had whole Names on them, by which 
I learn'd to ſpell; and thinking myſelf 
© then in a Capacity ſufficient, I xept᷑ y 
© Account on the Wall with Chalk, which 
© I did ſo accurately in a little Time, that 
© my Maſter gave me Pen, Ink, and a 
Book, the Credit of which inſpir'd my 


« Genius, and the Warmth of my Paſſion 


gave me Pride enough to proceed vigo- 
_ e rouſly, in order to be a Scholar: And 


_ « as [ could purſue my Learning and tend 


: 


« the Hopper both at once, it gave me an 


Opportunity to be much earlier in my 

__ « Acquiſition of Learning, which I had 
brought to ſuch a Height, within the 
« Space of two Years, that I could write 
pretty well before I could read, that 
is, I could ſet every Cuſtomer's Name 
c and Account down in the Book, tho' I 


© had ſome Difficulty to diſſect the Let- 


© ters; however, I advanced ſo well, in a 
« ſmall Time, and fo much to my Maſter's 
< SatisfaQtion, that he has frequently ſaid 
in Publick, he could read my Writing 
better than he could the School Maſter's, 
© who taught Children to write. I pro- 

c ceeded with the utmoſt. Induſtry to 
$ make the greateſt Progrels in my Power, 
4 . in 
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© in order to gain Knowledge, which 1 
© purſu'd vigorouſly till I came to the 
Age of twenty, when my good Ma- 
© ter, to my great Grief, died, and as a 
© Token of his Eſteem for me, left me 
two hundred Pounds, and the Leaſe of 
© his Mill, which, with my Induſtry, hath 


< rais'd me to the Capacity you now ſee 
© mein. 


With no other than natural PRE : 
tions of this Kind, he writes a very good 
Hand, reads Hiſtory, News-papers, Sc 
with as juſt an Emphaſis as the Parſon of 
the Pariſh, and for ought I know is as 
good a Scholar. But. this I will ſay for 

= he makes a much better Uſe of what 
he hath, he is an agreeable Companion, 
and is a worthy Example for many good 
Families in this County; he continues 
his Study with as much Aſſiduity as ever, 
and I eſteem him a better Judge than 
| myſelf in ſeveral Faculties. He is Ma- 
ſter of a pretty compact Country Library, 
is now but forty-ſix Years of Age, hath 
purchaſed 'a Freehold of one hundred 
Pounds per An. is Owner of two of the 
| beſt Corn Mills in the County, is a conſi- 
derable Dealer in Corn, has a thouſand 
Pounds at Command to buy a Bargain, 
and is fo far a Man of Probity, that f. he 


Was 
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was in Want of another thouſand Pound, I 
would let him have it on his bare Word; 
and what is moſt to b: commended, he 1210 


tains an extenſive good Character with all 
who have had the Pleaſure to know him, 


and in whom J hope you will find a wor- 


thy Acquaintance. 

He being ſo much in my Eſteem, it in- 
duced me to lend him the News- papers 
and Pamphlets as you ſent them to me, 
having no Opportunity to look into them 
myſelf. My Houſe and Gardens being 
very delightful in the Summer, you know 
they are eſteemed fo by the beſt Company 
round my Spot, that I have Buſineſe e- 
nough on my Hands to entertain my 
Gueſts, and never want Company while 
the fine Weather laſts, and which fills my 
Soul with Delight. 
I hope you won't miſconſtrue my Mean- 
ing, bur ſuffer me to explaio myſelf, ſince 
I dave let the Word ſlip. You are ſenſi- 
ble my Houſe has be a Receptacle for 
all thofe Perſons who could bring any Re- 
commendation from a known Party- man in 
the Country Intereſt, and they were always 
ſure of a Welcome with ſuch a Paſſport, 
and have found Refuge on all Occaſions, as 
ſome of no mean Quality can teſtify ; o- 
thers for their Wit and Humour, but moſt 
for their Pretenſions to a peculiar Penetra- 
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tion into State Affairs, eſpecially Meſſen- 
gers irom F—ce and Re. Ore of the 
latter arriv'd when you was laſt at my 
Houſe, as you may remember; and tho 
I rejected your Advice then, I condeſcend 
to tell you, that I now with I had follow- 
ed your Inſtructions. They have all had 
Shelter in my Houſe, and ſome have re- 
ceived a bountiful Aſſiſtance from me. 
But having miſs'd my good Neighbour, 
the Miller, who had neglected calling at 
my Window for ſeveral Days, I began to 
dread the Conſequence, therefore made a 
near Enquiry about him, but could hear 
no Account of his being abroad, that all 
the little Neighbourhood were equally 
concerned as myſelf, ſearing ſome ſevere 
IIIneſs had been the Occaſion of his keep- 
ing up. I ſent my Man, John, to enquire 
after his Welfare, and the Reaſon of his not 
calling as uſual to ſce me; but, to increaſe 
my Terror, he tarried no leſs than ſix 
Hours of one of theſe ſhort Days to go 
tuo Miles from Home, and, at his Return 
brought back the News-papers and Pam 
phlets, which made no ſmall Bulk, for 
they contain'd all that had been publiſh'd 
ſince the 1ſt of February laſt, and at the 
ſame Time gave me the following Letter 
from him, and told me, that he ſaid he 
had loſt no Time in the Examination of 
| the 
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ths Writings of both Parties, with the ut- 
moſt Circumſpection. 


The LETTER. 


= 
7 HAVE return d your Neuss papers, 
1 Pamphlets, Sc. by your Servant, John, 
and, after my ſincere Thanks for the Uſe of 
them, I muſt beg an Excuſe for keeping 
| both your Servant and them ſo long a 
Time; and as his Stay was owing to an 
accidental and ſudden Controverſy on a 
PartyPolitical Argument, I have ſent him 
loaded with my Seutiments of the preſent 
Fairs of this Kingdom, which he will 
communicate to you. 


1 am, 8 1 R, 
Your moſt humble Servant. 


You will wonder at my ſpinning out 
ſuch long a Epiſtle to you; but I hope 
this will convince you that I eſteem your 
Fiendſhip and Advice, preferable to all 
others, therefore I will-proceed. 

As you know my Servant, John, tho! 
my Butler, is a well learned Man, in 
whom I place no little Confidence, Who 
has liv'd in my Family upwards of twen- 
| 2. ty 
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ty Years, and when I have been bare of 
Company I frequently oblige him to ſet 
down with me, and ſometimes make no 
Difference between him and aCompanion, | 
for he has always behaved to my Satisfac- 
tion, therefore I bid him give me ſome 
Account of the Miller's Sentiments of 
News papers, Sc. but he, ſhaking his 
Head at it, ſaid, he fear'd there was Dan- 
ger approaching, and begg'd I would firſt 
read the Paper Controverſies, and then he 
would explain the Millcr's Sentiments of 
them to me. — | 

This Account, and the foregoing Let» 


ter from my good Neighbour, had created 


ſuch Uneaſineſs in me, that I ſent imme- 
diately to beg his Company, but he re- 
turned in Anſwer, that he deſfir'd I would 
excuſe him; I repeated my Meſſage, which 
had no more Effect, but ſaid he was un- 
willing to quarrel with ſo worthy a Man 

as I was. 3 
This Return, mix'd with John's Account, 
ſd terribly haraſs d me, that my Gout Pains 
increaſed to a violent Degree upon me, 
which alone prevented my going to him. 
You know I have always valu'd myſelf up- 
on my right Way of Thinking, and thought 
it as great a Bleſſing as my fine Eſtate ; and, 
by the Force of my Humanity of Temper, 
have rivetted the Loye of my Country 2 my 
eart 


LAND 


Heart; and as I have been always willing 
to relieve the oppreſſed to the utmoſt of 
my Power, and, as I thought a diſtreſs'd 
Suffcrer by an arbitrary Government, the 


greateſt Object of Compaſſion, therefore 


they never failed of Relief from me, who 
apply'd with theſe Pretenſions. And as 
no Strangers were admitted but thoſe who 
could bring a Credential, that they were 
on our Side of the Queſtion, hat is, a- 
gainſt the Court, which was ã Means that 
no Argument could negct with Oppoſi - 
tions in my Hearing, and confirm'd to me 
chat nothing could be ſaid — our 
Party. 
The Farmer, calling on me, as aſual, 
I repeated my Complaint of my Uneaſineſs 
at the Miller's Abſence, with ſuch 
Warmth, that I perceived it gave him 


Pain when he deliver'd this Account of 
him, 


© He has neglected ſeveral Markets, 
very much to the Prejudice of his Buſi- 
© neſs; and when I have gone to his Houſe 
© to acquaint him, he has given me very 
flight Anſwers, telling me he was buſy 
about greater Affairs, all which in a 
mad Time would be confirm'd ; and fo 
L haye left him with Concern.” 


This 
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This Account had made. a greater Im- 
preſſion on me than before; and I reading 
his Letter to the Farmer, at which we 
were ſo confuſed in our Opinions, that we 
knew not which way to get him to us 
therefore made a Reſolution with ourſelves 
to look into the Controverſy of News- 
papers and Pamphlets on both Sides, 
which we never had an Opportunity to do 
before, the Farmer telling me my whole 
Company was like my Lord Thomond's 
- Cocks, all on one Side: And as you writ 
to me that you had omitted none that were 
Publiſhed on either Side worth my Read- 
ing, therefore I order'd this Method to be 
obſerv'd in my Family, That all Viſitors; 
without Exception, ſhould be informed, 
when they came to my Door, that 1 was 
ill and could ſee no Company, which would 
be a Means that we might go forward 
without Interruption; and, being thus pre- 
par'd, begun with the Craft man, N. 396 
then with the London Journal, No. 762 
and proceeded gradually from Paper to 
Paper, Sc. to furniſh us with Matter 
for Argument, all of which we canvaſs'd 
with our utmoſt Strength of Judgment. 
Some Time was ſpent in reading over 
the Party Papers on both Sides, when on 
a ſudden the Miller Tous d us, by call- 


ing 
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ing at t the Window with a Deſire of Ad- 
mittance. 

At firſt I gave him a Night Denial, call- 
ing him Renegado, Sc. and ſaid, thata | 
Man that would deſert an honeſt Cauſe 
deſerved no Admittance in my Houſe, 
and giving him to know his ill Uſage to 
me, for not coming to enquire after m 
Health, in this deſtitute Time of the 
Year; however, I deſired him to walk in, 
when he excuſed hinſelf, by ſaying, he 
had never been out of his own Doors ſince 
he ſaw me laſt, and, as a Proof of it, put 
into my Hands a large Bundle of Manu- 
ſcript Papers, which he ſaid had been the 
Productions of his Time ſpent, and defir'd 
T would look into them at my Leiſure, 
and give him my Sentiments of them as 
loon as I could, and mace the Rowing 
Harangue. 


Cs Impoſitions are too common, and 
thriving in all Degrees and Stations of 
Life ; and 'tis the leait of my Surpriſe 
to find that you, who are ſo fair a Mark, 
and in ſo good a Capacity for a Patron, N 
ſhould be ſo groſsly abus d. Your friend- 
ly Diſpoſition will induce you to forgive 
me, when I teli you I have examined 
all your News-papers, Pamphlets, Sc. 
and haye ſet aſide the Thoughts of Par- 


ty 


* 
* 
4 
6 
o 
c 
4 
5 
0 
0 
0 
. 
c 
c 
c 
c 
oy 
. 
8 
6 
8 
© 


(4) 


ty Zeal, and if you will look into my 
weak Sentiments which I have drawn 


together, you may perhaps ſave ſome 
Hundreds of Pounds per Ann. or em- 


ploy it to better Uſes than you have, 


by giving it to undeſerving Sycophants, 
contrary to the good Underſtanding that 


you are endow'd with. 


© You will not find, in my Compoſi- 
tions, that I have retained the beautifal 
Similes from the ſeveral Diſſertations on 
Parties, Sc. like one uſed to converſe 
with the World, but have extracted 
from the Pamphlets, News-papers, Gc. 
only the plain downright Truths, nor 
are they gloſs'd with Syrenian Strokes, 
like the ſweet Harmony of the Birds | 
who chirp in D-— Farm, many 

of which have been fed, nurſt and brought 
up in your Grove, but are free from 
knotty Paragraphs, and built upon the 
Stocks of Juſtice and Reaſon, having no 
delightful Proſpect, nor any Muſick to 


© inipire me but the Clack of my Mill, 
© which tells Truth every Time its Sound 


is heard ; therefore I will take this Op- 
portunity to let you know, that I de- 
clare myſelf an Enemy to your Party 
Zeal, tho' with the Aſſurance, that x 
ſhall always retain the greateſt Venera- 
tion for your good Name and Character, 

55 cand 
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© ad will be as ready as ever to obey your 
Commands in any thing but my Vote for 
6 a Member of Parliament.“ „ 
After this ſhort Speech he took his 
Leave of us, intreating me to read over 
his Remarks, which he had collected from 
the News- papers, Parnphlets, Sc. and all 
he had ſaid was deliver'd in fo prudent a 
Manner, that we knew not what Reply 
to give to this ſhocking Declaration. 
However, aſter a ſmall Pauſe, I defired 
him to give us a Day's Mecting, that this 
ſudden Elapſe might be clear'd up. With 
ſame Difficulty he comply'd, but faid 
whenever it was, it ſhould be deciſive, one 
Way or the other, that is, either to re- 
tain our good Harmony in favonr of the 
Country Iutereſt, or declare Oppoſites, at 
which Agreement he left us. : 
Me were in ſome Confuſion, J confefs, 
at this ſudden Irruption, and from the na- 
tural Diſguſt we both had to the Court 
Party, it was with ſome Difficulty that 1 
could perſnade my Neighbour to go on 
with reading the News- papers, Sc. and 
the Miller ſurpriſing us ſo ſuddenly, we 
agreed to look over the Pacquet that he 
had leſt with us, and on the firſt Page we 
were ſurpris'd with this Title, Reaſons 
for deſerting what is called the Country 
S_—__ SIONS 
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We proceeded with reading his Abbre- 
viations, which were brought into ſuch a 


conciſe, eaſy and pleaſant Stile that we 
plainly ſee thro' the Whole to be built 


upon the moſt reaſonable Motives, that, 

in ſhort, we were both in the mind to drop 
the Subject and proceed no further, leſt 
we ſhould be led away from the Cauſe that 
was ſo rivetted to us. However, we a- 
greed to ſend my Servant to the Miner, to 
let him know that we had fixed on a Day 
of mecting together, and were reſolved to 
ſupport the Cauſe, and made the Appoint- 


ment peremptory that Day Week. In 


the Interim, my Neighbour and J loſt no 
Time in collecting Materials for our futurc 
Congreſs, to anſwer the ſeveral Quotations 


in his concite Volume, which you ſhall 


have the Pleaſure of looking over in a lit- 
tle Time. 


On the Day appointed we all met to- 


gether at my Houſe, where each of us 
ſhew'd a ſevere Countenance, and when 


Dinner was over, we procceded to the Bu- 
ſineſs intended, with no little Warmth on 
either Side. The Miller open'd the Cauſe 


with a moving Speech, giving us to un- 
derſtand, that the Terms of our Agree- 


ment were ſuch, that he expected we 
ſhould comply with, like Men of Honour, 
to which we agreed; and he declar'd him- 


ſelf 


W 


„ . ww. 
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ſelf in the Court Intereſt, and delivered his 
Motives for being ſo; and the Farmer and L 


| oppos'd him for the Support of the Coun- 


try Intereſt. 
The Controverly began with much 
Warmth on either Side, and laſted for ſome 
Time, in which the Farmer ſupported one 
with extraordinary Vehemence, to clear all 
Blemiſhes that the Miller could charge on 
the Country Intereſt; and he requeſted me 
that I would not leflen its Value in my 
Affections, telling me, he well knew its 
Declenſion muſt be great in that Part of 
the Country, if I were to withdraw my In- 
tereſt from it. 
We continu'd our divided Argument for 
ſeveral Hours, on the moſt extraordinary 
Topicks, till the Miller got the better of 
us; and he puſhing on as an Enemy natu- 
rally does, when he has the riſing Ground, 
and pour'd in ſuch Vollies of juſt Reaſon- 
ing, that I was almoſt ready to ſurrender 
our Cauſe. When the Farmer begg'd for 
a Ceſſation, to get a little Breath, and de- 
ſir'd an Adjournment of the Diſpute; but 
the Miller inſiſted that this was to be de- 
ciſive, but to ſhew the Part of a generous 
Adverſary, he faid, he well knew our Par- 


| ty Warmth was not to be cooled by the 


Dint of one Argument in ſo ſhort a Time, 
een comply d to a Ceſſation for three 
C 2 Days 
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Days, at which Time we agreed to unite. 
with him, or entirely break off all Fami- 
liarity, Correſpondence, and Friendſhip 
with him. 
And as the whole Nation is divided in- 
to two Parties, diſtinguiſh'd by Court and 
Country, which are tuch notorious Oppo- 
ſites, that good Neighbours ſhall deſpiſe 
and deſert each others Converſation with 
ſuch unbounded Malice, which was viſibly 
cen in us, altho' there had always been 
luch a hearty Concurrence of Love and A- 
mity till this Time. However, we de- 
clin'd our Argument, drank a hearty Bot- 
tle in ſeeming Friendſhip, and adjourned 
our Meeting accordingly, and parted at a 
late Hour for that Time, | 
Very early the next Morning the Far- 


mer comes to me, telling me he was un- 


willing, as he ſuppoſed I was the ſame, to 
loſe the good Converſation of the Miller ; 
therefore, ſays he, that we may be ſure of 
carrying the next Argument on our Side, 
let us ſend.for our new elected Member of 
Parliament to furniſh us with Materials. I 
being fluſh'd with this Thought, immedi- 
ately ſent my Servant to him, to requeſt 
the Favour of his coming to dine with me 
the next Day, in as private a Manner as he 
could, and he accepting my Invitation, we 

thought ourſclyes on the ſureſt Side. 
__ PPE 
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And as he owed his being choſen in a 
great Meaſure to our Intereſt, therefore 1 
thought we might uſe the utmoſt Freedom 
with him; and as the Cry of the People 
at the late Election was, No Exciſe, &c. 
and he being a Member of the Houſe the 
laſt Seſſions, and yoted againſt the Exciſe 
Bill, which indeed was an extraordinary 
Step to his Election for this County; had 
any one appeared that was in that Liſt, 
you know his Intereſt would have been 
very light among us; therefore | was de- 
termined to have that pernicious Bill dif- 
ſected hy him. | 
At the Time appointed our new Cham- 

pion of Liberty came privately to my 
Houſe, where the Farmer and myſelf re- 
ceived him with a chearful Countenance; 
then we open'd the Affair to him, and 
begg'd he would aſſiſt us with Materials 
for the enſuing Meeting, to keep up the 

Country Intereſt and his own, which was 
in a fair Way of being overturned by his 
good Friend the Miller, ſhewing him his 


* 


Volume of Inveteracy that he had colle&- 


ed together, and aſſuring him that he had 
made too free with the Credit of our Friend 
Fog and the Craftſman, as he might ſee 
by his Remarks, Sc. He inſpected his 

Manuſcript, and made his Remarks accor- 
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Dinner being over, and our ExpeQati- 
ons great, I deſir'd he would firit give us 
the Reaſons for his oppoſing all the Mea- 
fares taken by the Court in the Houſe of 
Parliament, and point out to us the moſt 
flagrant Crimes of the prime Miniſter, 
which would be a Means to ſupport the 
Country Party, and confirm him a worthy 
Perſon to repreſent us, andcontinue him in 
our Choice at the next Election; to which 
he gave the following Reply. 


Lam ſurpris'd that ſuch a Gentleman as 
you are, who makes ſo good a Figure in 
this Part of the Country, whoſe Worth 
and Merit is ſo well known and eſteemed, 
ſhould be thus abuſed in your Underſtand: 
ing, to think that Court and Country can 
be ſupported upon ſeparate Intereſts with- 
out imminent Danger to our Conſtitution, 
Laws, and Liberties, which are now only 
the Inventions of empty Names, contrived 
by thoſe who level at the very Root of 
our Freedoms; and whenever they are 
really Oppoſites, your Eſtate is not ſecure to 
you, but will be liable to be parted among 
thoſe who contriv'd the Means, which are. 
ſuch as have nothing to loſe; or if there 
are any among them that have, they have 
deeper Views than I can fathom. You have 
called on me for Advice in your preſent 
x Con- 
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Controveiſy, to point out the prime Mi- 
niſter's ſuſpected Crimes, which have been 
impoſed on you by News Writers, ſuch as 
the Craftſman, Fog's Journal, &c. from 
which you may form aDiſpute that may laſt 
as long as the Paper ſubſiſts; for 'tis theſe 
_ pretended Surmiſes that ſupports them, 
and conſequently the leaſt Proof that can 

be had is from News-papers in general. 


'There is ſuch a Varicty to be gathered 


among them, if you look in one you find 
it's ſnarling againſt the Court, take another 
it cries out and exclaims againſt the Mini- 
ſtry, but the chief Aim of either is at the 
prime Miniſter, when perhaps he that ſound 


Materials for ſuch a Paper thinks himſelf 


more capable for a prime Miniſter himtelt; 
and the Effect of ſuch an Adminiſtration, if 
you will give yourſelves the Trouble to 
look a little Way back you may read with 
Contempt. 


[ think it a great Pare of the Duty i in- 


cumbent on me to anſwer to any Queſtion 


within my Knowledge, that may ſet a de- 
luded People right; and that I may give 
my Advice in as free a Manner as pollible, 
I think the greateſt Crime the prime Mi- 
niſter can be attack'd with, is his keeping 
the preſent intangled Affairs of Europe ſo 
much in ſecret: And no doubt the aboye- 


laid Writers are of the ſame Opinion, and 
is 
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is the Cauſe of ſo much Surmiſe among 
them, therefore I hope you'll not be led 
away by the alternate Letters in News-pa- 
pers; for the Letter that was publiſhed 
Yeſterday in favour of the Country Intereſt, 
ſhall be fairly overturn'd by the ſame Hand 
for a little more than the former coſt, "Tis 
my Method to place a Writer of News on 
a Level with a Tradeſman or Dealer, who 

is not confin'd to ſell one ſort of Goods, 
but thoſe that he can get moſt Profit by; 
therefore that Party which will give moſt 


Wages will ſecure the beſt Authors, which 


may be ſeen in their Writings ; for a good 
Author can gloſs a bad Party in the ſame 
Manner as a good Counſel can a bad Cauſe, 
and give it a Gloſs; when an indifferent 
Counſel ſhall fully and blot a real good 
one. 

| There are a certain Set of Party Writers 
in this Kingdom, who make uſe of a Stra- 
tagem to overthrow a good Community, 
and yet would cloak it with Pretences of 
their deſending publick Liberty: Theſe 
very Letters may be eaſily pointed out in 
the Craftſman and Fog s Journal, &c. and 
tho they are cook'd up in a Ragout, as he 
calls it, yet the chief Ingredient may be 
both ſmelt and taſted, and all the fine 
- Spices that are intermixed are not ſufficient 
50 
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to take away the bitter Pill of their forg 'd 
Malice and Inveteracy. | 

Theſe Letters are writ with no other 
View than to ſtir up Sedition in a quiet 
Kingdom, and are full of Quotations of 
Things that have been aQted in former 
Times, which have had their bad Effects 
among us, and would they endeavour to 
make you believe yourſelves in Danger of 
an Enemy when there is none near you; 
and yet at the ſame Time, when 'tis viſibly 
ſeen that we have Danger near us, then 
they are for preventing the Harmony of 
the Kingdom, in joining unanimouſly to de- 
fend ourſelves. 
Thereſore I hope you will not ſuffer 
yourſelves to be led away with Phantoms 
and Improbabilities of Thipgs that ever 
Have, or ever will happen, under the Reign 
of the preſent Royal Family, whoſe Care 
has been for ſome Years, and is daily ſeen 
among us. Both the Sovereign's Safety 
and ours are dependant on each "other, we 
way be miſled to revolt from a good Sove- 
reign, but a gocd Sovercign will never re- 
volt from his good Subjects; therefore, how. 
can any indifferent Perſon judge, when al- 
moſt all Authors of News- papers and Pam- 
phlets write either for Pay or Malice, Which 
is further atteficd by the following Ac- 
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A certain Printer, or Publiſher, having 
found a Declenſion in the Sale of his News- 
paper, it being ſet out upon the Principles 
of telling Truth in Paragraphs of Foreign 
or Domeſtick News, which gave no great 
Reliſh to his Readers Palates ; for tis now 
cuſtomary for News Writers to eſpouſe a 
foreign Nation's Cauſe as much as their 
own : Therefore, if a Piece of News ar- 
rives of any Action, in favour of the allied 
Crowns; one Paper receives it with Em- 
belliſhments ; ; but look into the oppoſing 
Paper, and there it is either left out, or ſo 
differently reported, that you would not 
think it came from the ſame Quarter of 

the World. So it is in reſpect to the German 

Army; there has been almoſt as many k ill'd 
here, by News Writers, as perhaps fell by 
the Sword in their Camp. We are for the 
Generality, 10 liberal in forging or ham 
mering out a new Piece of News, that if a 
notorious Falſity, or any inveterate Scan- 
dal has been coin'd againſt either the prime 
Miniſter, or any other great Ferſon at the 
Head of a Patty, tho' it were no bigger 
than a Six-pence at its firſt appearing, yet 
it ſhall be increaſed to the Size of a Crown 
Piece in a few Hours, and in a ſmall Time 
ſhall be even too big ſor a Man to carry a- 
bout him, eſpecially if it had a Jeſt in the 

reporting it; and when all theſe ! "— 
y 
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have not ſucceeded ſufficiently to ſell the 
Paper, then fays the Printer or Publiſher, 
to his Author, as a certain Author faid be- 
fore, Inventamviam aut faciam, that is, We 
muſt not let our Paper ſink for want of 
Stratagem, therefore I would have you 
wiite a reflecting Letter againſt the nt, 
or P e M r, for which 1 ſhall 
be taken into Cuſtody of a Meſſenger, then 
we are ſure our Paper will ſe ll ſufficiently 
to make us Amends for our Trouble, and 
ou may be aſſured I'll ſecure you, which 
e had Honour enough to do, and hath 
been heard to ſay, that it was the beſt Let- 
ter he ever publiſh'd in his Life, that is, 
brought moſt Money. I have heard it 
confidently reported of a certain Publiſher 
or Printer, who has had a Pamphlet which 
Title had a Probability of ſelling it, but the 
Inſide not anſwering, he had Recourſe to 
Stratagem, which was, to amuſe the Pub- 
lick by purchaſing a Paragraph of News, 
by way of Hcarſay, That the Authors of 
that Pamphlet was taken into Cuſtody of 
a Meſſenger, which was a Means of his 
ſelling all of that Impreſſion immediately, 
which otherwiſe would have been of na 
more uſe than waſte Paper; ſo fond are 
we of Treaſon and Betrayers. Theſe ſmall 
Hints, I hope, will be ſufficient to reſtrain 
you from laying ſo great a Credit on News- 
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papers, Pamphlets, &c. but if you fairly 
inſpect the Party Papers on both Sides, 
you will eaſily find where the Fraud 
ies. © | 

I give you theſe Hints without the leaſt 
Notion of Party Warmth, and with no o- 
ther Motive than a paſſionate Regard for 
the Good of my Country ; you are ſenſible 
in what Manner I was introduced to your 
Favours, by the Party that eſpouſed my 
Cauſe, with theſe Recommendations. 
That you might depend on my ſtedfaſt 
Adherence to what they call'd the Country 


Intereſt, and that my Vote ſhould be ſe- 


cure on all Occaſions. You may caſily 

gueſs their Meaning; and as you have call- 
ed on me to ſurniſh you with material Rea- 
ſons for ſupporting that Intereſt againſt 
the Court; I conteſs, the great Obligati- 
ons you have laid on me, and the Honour 
you do me in asking my Advice in fo cri- 
tical an Affair. But you will be ſurpris'd 
when I tell you, that I am really barren of 
Argument to ſupport a Party in whoſe In- 
tereſt I ſtood fo well graced; but if you 
will accept my Sentiments of Parties, with- 

out Guile or Advantage, they are theſe. 
Firſt, as you know my Dependance on 
the Court is neither for Penſion or Profit, 
on my own Account, or any of my Fami- 
ly's, wo are, thro' Providence, bleſt rm 
A uit 
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a ſuitable Income to ſerve ourſelves and 
Friends; and to confirm it, I declare upon 
the ſtricteſt Honour, that I never will ac- 
cept even the beſt Place or Penſion the Go- 
vernment can beſtow on me, if it were of- 


| fer'd to me, but ſhall always adhere to the 


following Maxims whenever I am to give 
my Vote in the Houſe of Parliament. 
My Country's Religion, Liberties, and 
Intereſt, ſhall be my chicf Study and Care 
to ſupport and maintain; and when any 
Affair ſhall come on the Carpet that con- 
cerns either of them, or her Trade and Se- 
curity, none ſhall be readier with Hand 
and Heart to defend and ſupport them, tho 
without the Remembrance of Court or 
Country Parties, but will regulate my Con- 
duct by my Underſtanding. 
Vou have choſen me as the Guardian of 
your Freedoms and Liberties; and when- 


| 4 ever 1 barter for the leaſt of them, exclude 


me from ever filling a Place of any Truſt 
again: But as your Safety and mine are 
linked together in one Chain, therefore I 
hope you will think as I do, That no Par- 
ty Cauſe ſhall byaſs my Reaton for if that 
interferes, Party Rage will get the better 
cf our Underſtandings, which will confirm 
what is {aid by Foreigners, That they are 
capable to ſow Sedition in the Britiſh Na- 
tion, ane they pleaſe, and have 
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flatter d themſelves, that Freuch Policy is 
capable to divide united England into two 
Parties; and when that is done, can make 
them both _ to their own Ruin. 


Therefore, I hope you will conſider the 
Bleſſings you now enjoy: A Kingdom, 
loaded, thro' Providence, with Peace and 
Plenty, and how loftily ſhe holds her 
| Head at this JunQure, and how much her 

Councils are both feared and eſteemed a- 
broad. Twill make the potent Powers 
of Europe tremble to hear, that both 
Lords and Commons are united with 
Hands and Hearts to ſupport his Majeſty 
in any Undertaking that ſhall be agreea- 
ble to him, his Miniſtry, and Council, 
to the Mortification of French Policy and 
Pride. * 8 
There are another Set of People that 
ought to be avoided, which are your Par- 
ty Bigots, who pretend to calculate every 
Member's private Opinion, and will give 
a Lift of their Voices in any Caſe what- 
ſoever, and thoſe who have been choſen by 
what is called the Country Intereſt, are call- 
ed by them oppoſing Members; that is, 
ſhould the Court Party, as they term 
them, introduce any good Scheme, tho' 
ever ſo beneficial to the Publick, it muſt 
be oppoſed by what they call the Country 
Party, becauſe the Motion was firſt made 


by 
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by the Court Party; I preſume I am ſet 
down on the oppoling Liſt by them ; but as 
I have had the Honour of fitting in the 
Houſe for the two laſt Seſſions, and have 
never broke thro' a good Conſcience for a 
Party Cauſe; and, I eſteem this Choice 
you have made of me, to be no little Ad- 
dition, and in Return for ſo great a Fa- 
your, you ſhall be ſure to find Safety in 
me to the utmoſt of my Underſtanding ;. 
but as your Liberties, both in Church and 
State, are ſo well guarded, ſupported and 
maintained in their proper Channel, with- 
cout the leaſt Interruption, I hope you 
will think as I do, that Court and Coun- 
try are inſeparable; and I confirm, that 
thoſe who think otherwiſe, are either 
miſled, or Enemies to their Country. 
With theſe, and the like Aſſurances, 

our worthy Patriot left us; I confeſs we 
were io charmed with this, and his modeſt 
Reply to Things of a more private Na- 
ture, that I will communicate to you ſo 
ſoon as the Weather will permit your 
coming down into the Country; and IL 
hope you will be carly, eſpecially when you 
read this, which will have ſome Attracti- 
on to haſten you. However, to proceed, 
Theſe Sentiments of our new elected 
Member had created ſuch an Unity of Q- 
Pinion between me and my Neighbour, 
me 
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the Farmer, that we were in Pain till we ſaw 
the Miller, fo Ifent immediately for him, 
and inſtead of continuing the Diſpute, at 
his appearing, I addreſſed him with my 
utmoſt Thanks and Gratitude for his pru- 
dent Care and Induſtry, in opening my 


Eyes, who had been blind ſo long, the 


Farmer ſeconding me; and we heartily a- 
greed in one Opinion, That his Title Page 
to his Writings was juſt, and that Court 
and Country were inſeparable: And now 


I am peruſing the beſt Methods to un- 


deceive the neighbouring Freeholders, 
who retain the Notions that we had, that 
Court and Country are notorious Enemies. 
I have put off my yearly Viſit that uſed 
to be paid me by my Neighbours, Free- 
holders and Tenants, till this Diſpute was 
finiſhed, and nowl have ſent my Summons 
of Invitation ſor them, to come on the 2d 
of February, when nothing ſhall be wanting 

in me to remove the prejudicial Sentiments 
of Court and Country, until we ſee our 
Freedoms invaded, and then let us do as 
the two brave Romans, who bore a pri- 
vate Pique to each other, and met to de- 
cide it by Dint of the Sword; but hav- 
ing both Swords drawn, there was ſpread 
an Outcry, that their Country was in- 
vaded, when they immediately ſhook 
Hands, and a the TR in their 


Coun- 
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Country's Cauſe, which I hope will be 
our Caſe whenever Occaſion calls us to 
draw our Swords; but till then let us en- 
joy the Bleſſings of Peace while we have 
it: But, to go on with my Account, 

The Miller has made a tolerable Pro- 
greſs already, he having been miſs'd fo of- 
ten at Market, appeared Yeſterday, to 
the great Joy of all who knew him, and 
each enquir'd the Occaſion of his being 
abſent ſo long from the Market ; but he 
refuſed telling them till Buſineſs was o- 
ver, when he defired a general Meeting at 
the -a, at which were preſent a great 
Number of Freeholders, and others, all 
True Blues, as they were called at our 
late Election, and ſuch as had little E- 
ſeem for what was called the Court Inte- 


reſt; when the Miller demanding Silence, 


and begg'd to be heard, then he made the 


IJ following Speech. 


© My worthy Friends and Neighbours, 

< your hearty Love and Affection to me 
© has often been proved, both ſingular 
© and in ConjynQion, on many Oc- 
caſions, in all Circumſtances of my 
Life; and I have been fo loaded with 
them, that it is impoſſible for me to 
make any ſuitable Returns: You have 
all enquir'd the Reaſon of my neglect- 
1 ing 
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ing Buſineſe, and hope you will be ſa— 
tisfied when 1 tell you, that I have em- 
ploy'd my Time in much greater Affairs 


than a Market, that is, the Good of my 


Country in general: I hope you won't 
be ſurpris d when I tell you the Reaſon 
of this Mecting, is to give me an Op- 
portunity that I may ask your Pardons, 
and likewiſe make a publick Recanta- 
tion of my Notions, in Reſpect to Par- 
ties, You were all, to a Man, of this 
Company, in what was called the Caun- 
try Intereſt, which was grounded on 
ſuch Principles as might have ended in 
the utmoſt Confuſion, if not timely re- 
dreſſed: And, as a Proof of your good 


Opinion of me, you were led to vote for 


that Party at my Requeſt, as honeſt 
Men and Lovers of your Country ; and L 
declare IT had nothing elſe at Heart. You 
know the hard Struggle we had to car- 
ry the Election on our Side; and no 
Wonder that we ſtood ſo hearty when 
we thought Ruin ſo near us, that was, 
if the Court Party got the better of us, 
which portended, as we then thought, 
nothing but Slavery and Oppreſlion : But 
I have ſince employed my Time, by 
the Aſſiſtance of JV EH, Eſq; 
our worthy Neighbour, to inſpect more 
narrowly to weigh each Party's Merits, 
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and to know the beſt Means to ward off 
the Danger; and maturely conſidering 
the Whole, and I having collected all 
the Steps that have been taken by what 
is called the Court Party, and cannot 
really find any one Infringement on our 
Liberties, Freedoms, or Properties; and, 
upon caſting up of the Whole, for cer- 
tain Reaſons that ſhall be laid before 
you, I declare myſelf an Enemy to 
what has been called the Country Inte- 


reſt, ſo long as our Rights and Privi- 


leges continue undiſturbed; and am in 
Hopes a ſmall Time, and reading my 
Remarks, will make you all change 
your Sentiments, as I have done. 

© Conſider what Slavery and Oppreſſion 
is, and how far it is from you : Do not 
we daily ſee the Protection of a good So- 
vereign among us? Is there any one Per- 
ſon in this Company that can ſhew one 
ſingle Mark of Violence committed by 
the Court or Miniſtry? Or is it in the 


Power of the prime Miniſter to exerciſe 


any illegal Authority on either of you 
to your Prejudice? Hath there been one 
good Law invadcd during his Admini- 
{tration? Has your Trade ſuffered but 
in common with the reſt of the World 
in troubleſome Times? And, as a great 
Proof of your being a free People, does 
Ea not 
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© not every one of us ſow and reap for his 
< own Uſe? Are your Barns plundered at 
© the Direction of a bad King or his Mini- 
© ſtry? Don't you give your Votes vo- 
6 luntary ? If the King wrongs you, have 
© you not a Recourſe to Juſtice ? A happy 
© People! Then how can Court and Coun- 
© try be ſeparated while this continues? 1 
© have nothing to ask but your Forgive- 
© nets for miſleading you, and declare my- 
© ſelf a true Lover of my Country, and 
confirm it by drinking a Health to King 
© George and all the Royal Family, and 
© Proſperity to old England.” 


Which Health was follow'd by every 
Man in the Company with loud Huzza's, 
and concluded with all their Hearty 
Thanks to. the Miller, who has gained 
{ich an Influence on the Freeholders Af- 
ſection, that I believe they would gladly 
elect him the Member in their real Coun- 
try Intereſt 
"With this Progreſs, and my enſuing 
Meeting, I am in Hopes we ſhall have a 
perfect Reformation among us; and for 
my own Part, I ſhall never be aſhamed to 
confeſs my Weakneſs in being miſled, as 
ſeveral others have been, by diſguiſed 
Scoundrels, ſuch as you well know, who 
| never 
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never failed to bring ſome new State Bal- 
lad, or diſaffected Pamphlets, Sc. made 
and invented, as they faid, at D ly 
Farm, the only Scat in the Kingdom that 
ſurpaſſed mine for Beauty, and Invention 
of them. | 

But I have the pleaſure to inform you, 
that I have clear'd my Houſe of all theſe 
tatter'd Fragments of every fort, and am 
very thankful for my good Fortune in do- 
ing it; for when I conſider to what Dan- 
gers I was cxpoſed by having them in my 
Houſe, I am really ſhock'd at the Appre- 

henſion of it: What might have befallen 
me if any one of thoſe Villains had given 
an Information, and had my Houſe been 
- ſearched, and thoſe Papers found, Heaven 
only knows the Conſequence ; and perhaps 
my Eſtate forfeited. 

Lou will be agrecab Ely ſurpris'd when I 
tell you, that I have taken a Reſolution 
to deſpiſe all Controverſies that ſhall be 
grounded on Court and Country, and 
have diſcarded from my Houle all of the 
aboveſaid Party Mongers, who for the 


1 Sake of a few ſcandalous Reflections on 


the Court, have been long entertained at 
my Houſe, and pick d my Pocket of Sums 
of Money. And to ſhew you that I am 
ſincere, I would defire you to be the Meſ- 

lenger to en 7 M——, the 


Dogrel 
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Dogrel Poet, to ſend me no more Birth- 
day Odes for the roth of June, nor any of 
his Performances; and pray aſſure him, 
that I have uſed what I had by me as they 
deſerve, that is, I have committed them 
to the Flames without taking any Copies ; 
and that I may put an End to all Meet- 
ings of that Kind, I have ordered my 
Gardener to demoliſh the State Harbour 
in the Grove, as we called it, that no 
more diſaffected Songs may be hatched or 
Tung therein, and by Degrees diſcard the 
whole Herd of Political Pick-pockets, 
and become a loyal Subject, as I ought to 
have been before now, and ſhould if I had 
taken your Advice. 

Being freed from all Terrors, and whol- 
ly convinced of my Weakneſs and Folly, 
tho' under theſe wrong Notions, I had 
nothing but my Country's Intereſt at 
Heart, but I hope to make Amends for 
my Miſtake by my future Conduct, and 
ſhall place my Country's Intereſt inſepara- 
ble from the Court, fo long as I. am aſ- 


ſured by ſo worthy a Perſon as our preſent 


Member, and my own Reaſon, that our 
Rights and Privileges are not diſturbed. 
Iwill take my Leave with aſſuring you, 
that the annual Preſents and Penſion Mo- 
ney that I uſed to beſtow on Paltroons, 
ſhall now be laid out in quarterly Feaſts, 
9 


LS) -: 
to entertain thoſe who are Lovers of their 
Country, without being ſeparated from the 
Court; at all of which I ſhould be glad to 
ſee you, my loving Friend, at the upper 
End of the Table. 


I am your Humble Servant, 
W 3 H. 


P. &. I ſurpris'd the neighbouring Town 

with a large Bonfire on Fay. 20. it being an 
uncommon Sight, abundance of People 
came to my Aſſiſtance, thinking my 
Houſe was on Fire ; but finding the Mi- 
ſtake, ſome returned diſgruntled, others 
who approved it, came inand join'd Hands 
in drinking Healths to the King, Queen, 
Royal Family, Prime Miniſter, and all 
true Loyers of their Country, and conclu- 
ded with a great Blaze made of my State 
Ballads, diſaffected Pamphlets, Sc. which 
went off like the Gunpowder Plot. 


B 


